[Local and potential systemic consequences of endodontic root infection].
In root infections, bacteria are present not only in planktonic cells but also in biofilms, which are more resistant to host defence mechanisms and disinfectans. Apical periodontitis, which may be radiographically undetectable, may develop or persist as a host defence mechanism to prevent the systemic spread of bacteria and their by-products to other sites of the body. The risk of spreading microorganisms and septic emboli is present especially in compromised hosts; furthermore, long-standing inflammation may have systemic effects and affect general health. Effective procedures should be developed to minimize the burden of root infection.